SVD CHINA PROVI

March 2016

SIN Provincialate: 11F, 229 Section 3, Zhongxing

v igandichiepyUbilee]eargorMency

T he jubilee year of mercy began on December 8, 2015, also'the 50
anniversary of the closing of the Second Vatican Council, and will close
with the solemnity of Christhe King, November 20, 2016. Thus we are well ;
into the year of mercy. :;’
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In the second paragraph of the message of Pope Francis opening the year\bi
mercy (Misericordiae Vultuy Pope Francis describes what should be the attitude of all
Christians towardthemy st ery of Godds mercy:

AW e cedn @ eadily 16 @meSitlade Wit mhyyery bf @ier@. 0 0 teempiligatoe, setehre
and peace (Qur salvation.depends on iteMerey: the-werd sevessvery mystery, of/ithe
Most Holy Trinity. Mercy: the ultimate,and supreme act by:which.God.comes: tor mee
Merey: the fundamental law /that/dwells:inithe-heast of eyery-persom who: looksesince
into the gyes of: his brothers.and;sisters on the/pathifef IMercy: the/bridge that connect:
God and :man, .opening.our;hearts, ta:the,hope ofiheingcloved:foreveridespite
svifumfsu’ltmess . o (£ 2)

And in a later section of the same letter fope centers in on those concrete actions in our lives that
reflect the mercy of God:

It is my burning desirerthat/during/this’Jubilee/: the/Christian people;ymay/reflect:on

corporal and sspiritual works,of:merncylt willl be a way rtorreawaken our.conseiencetc
often grown dull /in the/face opoverty. And/let.us enter more deeply into- the: heart/of 1
Gopsipokcte thawhoe ko€ a tpdri€l expe@eOct of hod'VieercyalesSs pn€Clice@ ks 1o €
these,weorks ofimercyinhis-preaching se.that we; can knowwhether.ornat-we,are livir
his disciples./Letus rediscoven/theseorparal works «of imercyto feed theihungry give
drink to the thirsty, clothe the,nakedy melecomeethstianger, shealithesisick; visit: th
imprisoned, «andsburyrthe/dead:And:let usot-forget thairitual works ©f )/merey:to

counselithe/doubtfuliinstructthesignerant admonish:sinherscomfort the;afflicted farg
offences sbeap patiently:thoseiwho do us ill,and pray for the:living andthe/dead:)(1 15)

Sowhatdoesthé& j ubi | ee y eean foraud SVBse memnpeds of the Society of the Divine
Word?




First and foremost, the year of mercy must begin in our own communities. How can we preact
mercy to others if we do not have metowardown brother SVDs? Among us there are members who
are having a harder tiniethose up in years, those who are sick, members going through vocational or
emotional difficulties. Do we have the patience to listen carefully, to spend time with older or infirm
members, to be understanding of younger members experiencing difficulties even if they seem to b
performing below our communityds expectations?

As provincial, | am particularly thankful to those who
spend considerable time helping our ill confreresink we
are moving in the right direction in that our older members
continue to live, when at all possible, in active communities.
But this requires patience among all the members of those
communities, young and old alike. Here | am particularly gratefthe
superiors and members of our communities in Chaiyi and at Fu Jen Catholic University.

We also occasionally have members who are having trouble finding the right work. The SVD is not
a company where those who areol éssipradedbti vVen
meet their full potential and at the same time to continue to treat them as brothers.

Above | have stressed patience with those who are having a difficult time. But all of us, at some time
or other, wi || be t héd wiether @ 5 illness,void mage, eaotiahal fudmoilcou | 1
vocational difficulty. Are we willing to let ithers help us? A nurse friend of mine once said that the best
and worst patients are doctors and priests. Can we on the one hand do our best to overcome adversity
at the same time graciously accept the concern of others?

Finally we also must be mefal to those who for whatever reason have chosen to leave our
congregation. We must be thankful for the time they have spent with us and for their contributions to th
community and to the apostolate. They have spent a considerable time together withous @nrent
attitude should be such that they feel welcome in our communities. If there is any way we can help ther
to regularize their relations with the Church and with the SVD, we should work toward this goal.

We also have sisters and cousins in Ameoldus family. We have the same founder as the Holy
Spirit Sisters share the same spiritual roots. The Holy Family Sisters and Our Lady of China Sisters wel
founded by SVDs in Mainland China and continue in a special relationship. Just as in anytferaly
can be disagreements and some tension. But in the words of a Taiwan SSp® $idter, i s good
br ot hAmdwse S\Ws mustrealizethéaitl t 1 s good to have sisters. o
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There are religious communities in the Church whose primary witness is through their community
life. Our style is different. We work closely with our lay brothers and sisters as well as with diocesan
priests and religious of various congregations. We ofterk alone or with one or two other SVDs. And
so our works of mercy extend beyond our own family and community.

Perhaps even more in our work we feel the tension between justice, fairness and mercy. | spent mc
of my career in university teaching andhanistration. We have all had the experience of dealing with an
employee or a student begging for mercy on hearing that he or she may be dismissed or fail a cours
Each of us has to pray for wisdom to deal with these kinds of dilemmas. But no mattehevfiaal
resolution of a specific case, the person involved should walk away with the feeling that the SVD priest o
brother who must make a decision cares deeply for the individual concerned.

During these days of lent, there have been two gospel lpardiat have struck me as having a
particular relevance for the jubilee year of mercy. In Luke 164 Qve hear the parable of the Pharisee
and tax collector. The Pharisee lists the good works he has done and why he is better than the t
collector. Jesustates that the tax collector, who stands afar beating his breast in sorrow, leaves the
temple justified. The tax collector helps us realize that while we may be called upon to admonist
members of our communitiegiven the complexities of concrete sitoas and of the human person, true
judgments are often beyond us. We must stand afarinsiégniédh o am | t o judge?0

And the gospel of the fourth Sunday of Lent (Yeari Ghe prodigal sofi sets an example for the
year of mercyfiBut now we must celebta and rejoice, because your brother was dead and has come
to |ife again; he waBowemrejsideavhenouw SUDatheisesweeed? Areiwed .
free enough to rejoice when our brotherorsiSteras | ost and? has been f oun

Let me closehe final words of Pope Francis in his message opening the jubilee year of mercy:

In this Jubilee Year,may/the Ghurch.eeho the,word of,God thatoresounds.stiong
clear as@anmessage:and a:sign of-patdonysttength, aid; and ay. she neveritire, of
extending :merey,candsbeveverpatient inyofferingcampassion/ and;/comfarty May
Church becomethe voicesof eveny:mansandwoman/ and repeat confidently without
AEB eindmi onyduf mekcy, O fordYa@iUdur siefisiCoye, for ey haveheernyframmnot
o/d " dP825:6). (1 15)

Frank Budenholzer, SVD

March 6, 2015 (4th Sunday of Lent)

Pope Francis, Misericordiae Vultus.
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documentsfgapzesco_bolla_20150411 misericordiagltus.html
(accessed March 6, 2016)



http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco_bolla_20150411_misericordiae-vultus.html
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