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ñWe need constantly to contemplate the mystery of mercy. It is a wellspring of joy, serenity, 

and peace. Our salvation depends on it. Mercy: the word reveals the very mystery of the 

Most Holy Trinity. Mercy: the ultimate and supreme act by which God comes to meet us. 

Mercy: the fundamental law that dwells in the heart of every person who looks sincerely 

into the eyes of his brothers and sisters on the path of life. Mercy: the bridge that connects 

God and man, opening our hearts to the hope of being loved forever despite our 

sinfulness.ò (Æ 2) 

 

T 

It is my burning desire that, during this Jubilee, the Christian people may reflect on the 

corporal and spiritual works of mercy. It will be a way to reawaken our conscience, too 

often grown dull in the face of poverty. And let us enter more deeply into the heart of the 

Gospel where the poor have a special experience of Godôs mercy. Jesus introduces us to 

these works of mercy in his preaching so that we can know whether or not we are living as 

his disciples. Let us rediscover these corporal works of mercy: to feed the hungry, give 

drink to the thirsty, clothe the naked, welcome the stranger, heal the sick, visit the 

imprisoned, and bury the dead. And let us not forget the spiritual works of mercy: to 

counsel the doubtful, instruct the ignorant, admonish sinners, comfort the afflicted, forgive 

offences, bear patiently those who do us ill, and pray for the living and the dead. (¶ 15) 

 

  

 

 he jubilee year of mercy began on December 8, 2015, also the 50
th
    

 anniversary of the closing of the Second Vatican Council, and will close 

with the solemnity of Christ the King, November 20, 2016. Thus we are well 

into the year of mercy.  

 

In the second paragraph of the message of Pope Francis opening the year of 

mercy (Misericordiae Vultus) Pope Francis describes what should be the attitude of all 

Christians toward the mystery of Godôs mercy: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And in a later section of the same letter the Pope centers in on those concrete actions in our lives that 

reflect the mercy of God: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So what does the ñjubilee year of mercyò mean for us SVDs, members of the Society of the Divine 

Word? 
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First and foremost, the year of mercy must begin in our own communities. How can we preach 

mercy to others if we do not have mercy toward own brother SVDs? Among us there are members who 

are having a harder time ï those up in years, those who are sick, members going through vocational or 

emotional difficulties. Do we have the patience to listen carefully, to spend time with older or infirm 

members, to be understanding of younger members experiencing difficulties even if they seem to be 

performing below our communityôs expectations?  

 

As provincial, I am particularly thankful to those who 

spend considerable time helping our ill confreres. I think we 

are moving in the right direction in that our older members 

continue to live, when at all possible, in active communities. 

But this requires patience among all the members of those 

communities, young and old alike. Here I am particularly grateful to the 

superiors and members of our communities in Chaiyi and at Fu Jen Catholic University. 

 

We also occasionally have members who are having trouble finding the right work. The SVD is not 

a company where those who are less productive can simply be ñlet go.ò It is a challenge to help members 

meet their full potential and at the same time to continue to treat them as brothers. 

 

Above I have stressed patience with those who are having a difficult time. But all of us, at some time 

or other, will be the oneôs having a difficult time ï whether it is illness, old age, emotional turmoil or 

vocational difficulty. Are we willing to let others help us? A nurse friend of mine once said that the best 

and worst patients are doctors and priests. Can we on the one hand do our best to overcome adversity and 

at the same time graciously accept the concern of others?  

 

Finally we also must be merciful to those who for whatever reason have chosen to leave our 

congregation. We must be thankful for the time they have spent with us and for their contributions to the 

community and to the apostolate. They have spent a considerable time together with us and our current 

attitude should be such that they feel welcome in our communities. If there is any way we can help them 

to regularize their relations with the Church and with the SVD, we should work toward this goal.  

 

We also have sisters and cousins in the Arnoldus family. We have the same founder as the Holy 

Spirit Sisters share the same spiritual roots. The Holy Family Sisters and Our Lady of China Sisters were 

founded by SVDs in Mainland China and continue in a special relationship. Just as in any family, there 

can be disagreements and some tension. But in the words of a Taiwan SSpS Sister, ñIt is good to have 

brothers.ò And we SVDs must realize that ñIt is good to have sisters.ò 
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In this Jubilee Year, may the Church echo the word of God that resounds strong and 

clear as a message and a sign of pardon, strength, aid, and love. May she never tire of 

extending mercy, and be ever patient in offering compassion and comfort. May the 

Church become the voice of every man and woman, and repeat confidently without end: 

ñBe mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and your steadfast love, for they have been from of 

oldò (Ps 25:6). (¶ 15) 

There are religious communities in the Church whose primary witness is through their community 

life. Our style is different. We work closely with our lay brothers and sisters as well as with diocesan 

priests and religious of various congregations. We often work alone or with one or two other SVDs. And 

so our works of mercy extend beyond our own family and community.  

 

Perhaps even more in our work we feel the tension between justice, fairness and mercy. I spent most 

of my career in university teaching and administration. We have all had the experience of dealing with an 

employee or a student begging for mercy on hearing that he or she may be dismissed or fail a course. 

Each of us has to pray for wisdom to deal with these kinds of dilemmas. But no matter what the final 

resolution of a specific case, the person involved should walk away with the feeling that the SVD priest or 

brother who must make a decision cares deeply for the individual concerned.  

 

During these days of lent, there have been two gospel parables that have struck me as having a 

particular relevance for the jubilee year of mercy. In Luke 16: 9-14 we hear the parable of the Pharisee 

and tax collector. The Pharisee lists the good works he has done and why he is better than the tax 

collector. Jesus states that the tax collector, who stands afar beating his breast in sorrow, leaves the 

temple justified. The tax collector helps us realize that while we may be called upon to admonish 

members of our communities, given the complexities of concrete situations and of the human person, true 

judgments are often beyond us. We must stand afar in silence, ñWho am I to judge?ò 

 

And the gospel of the fourth Sunday of Lent (Year C) ï the prodigal son ï sets an example for the 

year of mercy. ñBut now we must celebrate and rejoice, because your brother was dead and has come 

to life again; he was lost and has been found.ò Do we rejoice when our SVD brothers succeed? Are we 

free enough to rejoice when our brother or sister ñwas lost and has been foundò?  

 

Let me close the final words of Pope Francis in his message opening the jubilee year of mercy:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frank Budenholzer, SVD 

 

 

March 6, 2015 (4th Sunday of Lent) 

Pope Francis, Misericordiae Vultus. 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco_bolla_20150411_misericordiae-vultus.html 

(accessed March 6, 2016) 

 

 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco_bolla_20150411_misericordiae-vultus.html
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Alishan Mission (Tsou aboriginal tribe) 

Dec 20, 2015 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taiwan South (TWS) SVD Confreres 

Dec 19, 2015 

Fr. General's visit to Da Ping Lin  

Community_Dec 18, 2015 

 

Alishan Mission (Tsou aboriginal tribe) 

Dec 20, 2015 

 

Meeting with personnel of the SVD Section 
Office of Mission, Fu Jen Catholic 

University_Dec 21, 2015 
 

Fr General's visit to President Chiang Han-Sun, 
President of Fu Jen University 

Dec 21, 2015 

Meeting with academic administrators of the 
SVD Section of Fu Jen Catholic University 

Dec 21, 2015 
 

Formation and Fu Jen Communities 
Dec 21, 2015 


