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Reflections on Covid-19
Fr. Provinical John Chang

This year Mother’s Day in Taiwan, the epidemic
outbreak was in upsurge for the second time and went
out of control. The alert level was raised from the first
level to the second level and then third. Many people
began to panic, complaining that the government's
vaccine procurement was not active enough, because
the domestic vaccine arrivals were obviously
insufficient. Private companies and organizations
took the initiative to apply for permission to purchase
vaccines from the government for the public.
Confreres were also considering whether to get a
vaccine or not, and which vaccine to get, and so on.

The COVID-19 pandemic has led to a dramatic
loss of human life worldwide and affected the day to
day life schedules. Students were taking online courses
at home, teachers were teaching online, employees
worked from home or came to the office on alternative
shifts to reduce crowding. Churches canceled masses
on weekdays and Sundays, and the activities of
organizations and groups were suspended. Indoor
gatherings could not exceed 5 people. Most activities
were almost suspended. There was a significant impact
on the business of restaurants, hotels and tourism
nationwide.

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic,
churches used live podcasts, video recording of
masses or Liturgy of the Word that fit the requirements
of Sacrament. International and national seminars
and conferences were also been switched to online.
Looking back on the experience in the past six months,
I have the following reflections to share with you.

1. Separate the wheat from the chaff

Due to the epidemic, the pace of life has to be
readjusted, and many unnecessary social events or
banquets had been cancelled. In order to reduce the
risk of infection, it was necessary to minimize moving
or going out, and all were encouraged to stay home.
Suddenly, people felt that life can be so simple, and
there were too many external and superficial affairs
that could be put aside or abandoned. People are so
limited, fragile and vulnerable. The important thing is
to stay healthy and the rest is just secondary.

2. Stimulate creativity and break through difficulties

As an Arabic proverb says:” Successful people
look for ways; failures look for excuses.” Facing
the predicament of being unable to have physical
gatherings, many confreres found ways to make
good use of the Internet, recording daily sacramental
ceremonies, daily masses, live podcasting Sunday
masses, Bible stories online or introducing Bible

characters, etc..

For example, Fr. Tarsisius
Sigho and Fr. Piotr
Budkiewicz Piotr have
become new Internet
celebrity. In other
words, since the reality
was limited, a virtual
network platform would
be developed to continuously meet and interact on the
Internet. This includes the improvement and learning
of personal Internet media literacy and ability, the
electronicization of evangelization mode, etc., all of
which again requires individuals to be willing to be
open for learning and to change.

This is a breakthrough for mission works and pastoral
care, reaching out to the people of God wherever they
may be.

3. Cherish resources and live a simple life

The business of our outsourced hotel has been
severely affected by the epidemic, that the occupancy
rate was extremely low. As a result, our monthly share
income had also been greatly reduced. However, due
to the insignificant reduction in routine expenditures,
this affected our finan cial status and the deficit was
even more serious. Confreres who work in the parishes
felt obviously that the mass offerings and mass
intentions were greatly reduced.

Regular activities such as retreat, group
gatherings and travel, had reduced or cancelled.
Obviously we felt that the inter-connection and mutual
support among the confreres were highly disturbed.

This experience reminded us to cherish the
opportunities for physical presence and interaction,
because it cannot be replaced by online virtual models.
In addition, everyone must share the difficult times
and make good use of the existing financial resources.
Since the income of the congregation has been
significantly reduced, our confreres ought to learn to
live a simple life, reducing unnecessary expenditures,
and avoiding unnecessary waste. In particular, the
SVD board of directors recently resolved that, due
to the shortfall in making ends meet, the Alishan
Saint Joseph Freinademetz Activity Center will be
closed to the public beginning January 01, 2022.

The year-end bonus for employees is only 50%. The
financial situation of many provinces in the world is
more critical than our China province. We need to
uphold the love of brotherhood and strive to show our
solidarity with them financially and spiritually.

I hope that the sharing above will allow us to
face the epidemic with optimism, that we continue
to grow healthily in body and mind while giving

testimony to the Divine Word. |l
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Back/

Anton Pott
Aloisius Yang
Augustin Theis
Joseph Zhu
Peter Venne
Patrick Hogan
Paul Chen
Franz Giet
Franz Grimm

Front/

Heinrich Werner
Alois Tauch

Alois Krieftewirth
Thomas Tien
Richard Arens
Edward Wojniak
Rudolf Frisch

Fr. Piotr Adamek

Without roots there is no growth. We need
to know our history in order to know ourselves, to
know our mission. From the beginning until today,
more than 200 SVD missionaries have worked
in Taiwan. Their mission has been our mission, a
mission for which God's loving grace has gathered
us from various peoples and continents into the
Society of the Divine Word.

Taiwan was close to becoming the first mission
of our Society. After our first missionaries, Johann
Baptist von Anzer and Josef Freinademetz arrived
in Hong Kong in 1879, they looked for a suitable
mission area. In a letter in 1880 Anzer urged Arnold
Janssen to take over the mission in Formosa from the
Dominicans. However, Shandong was chosen at that
time.

Arnold Johann Baptist
Janssen Anzer
1% 4 | &ia%E
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Thomas
Tien
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As Communists came closer to Peking,
Cardinal Thomas Tien FH#F3E (1890-1967)
insisted on moving a part of Fu Jen University
to Taiwan in order to secure its continuity. The
SVD also looked for a safe place for confreres
working in China. Thus, Peter Hiingsberg £
JEZR (1909-1976) — the procurator of Fu Jen
University — was sent to Taipei in the spring
of 1948 to look for an appropriate residence.
Apparently, he was the first SVD in Taiwan.

Soon, eleven other SVDs moved from
the mainland to Taiwan, including Rudolf
Rahmann 7§ %, (1902-1977) — president of Fu
Jen University, and Friedrich Linzenbach #K{E
H (1904-1981) — an architect. A hospital, and
Fu Jen High School were planned. However all
plans failed in the turmoil of those uncertain
times. Our Superior General Alois Grof3e
Kappenberg (1890-1957) decided we should
leave Taiwan. Bernhard Kolanczyk 4> 7
(1903-1983) was the last SVD to leave. The
year was 1951.

Peter Rudolf Friedrich

Hiingsberg Rahmann Linzenbach
| #RIE I & | FREE

Three Wise Men

Three years later, our actual mission
started. Bishop Thomas Niu =& ]l of the
Chiayi Diocese, educated by tbe SVD in
Shandong, invited his former secretary Leo
Kade B K (1903-1981) and two other China
missionaries, Alois Krieftewirth 42 f&Zs (1904-
1990) and Alois Tauch [ (1909-1987) to
work in his diocese. Our“Three Wise Men,"
as they jokingly called themselves, came to
Taiwan on March 1, 1954. The SSpS Sisters
had already arrived three months earlier.

Kade became the vicar general in Chiayi.
Krieftewirth began teaching at Kaohsiung
Medical College, and did pastoral work
there as well. He also took care of the Oblate
Missionary Sisters of the Holy Family,
founded in Shandong by SVD bishop Augustin
Henninghaus 5 %55 (1862-1939). In 1955,
Tauch opened the Holy Spirit Catechist School
for Women in Beigang (Yunlin) in 1955..
Kade, Krieftewirth and Tauch are recognized
as pioneers in SVD missionary work in
Taiwan.

Leo Alois Alois
Kade Krieftewirth Tauch
| HEER | FCiEAE R =

Johannes Josef

Schiitte
| &7 1

Irsigler

| {5~
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Regio Sinensis ad Spiritual
Sanctum

The examplary and fruitful work of three
missionaries in Southern Taiwan convinced the
SVD to start a full blown mission there. The
newly elected Superior General, former China
missionary Johannes Schiitte £71% 1913-

1971 visited Taiwan. Soon the full-fledged
SVD China Region was established in 1959,
dedicated to the Holy Spirit.Alois Krieftewirth
became the first regional superior.

New SVD missionaries came to Taiwan,
and began to work east of Chiayi County: in
Zhongpu H1F , Dapu A , Fanlu Z5 5% |
Zhuqi 77I7 and Wufeng %% Bl (Alishan [

H (1), in the district entrusted by the local
bishop to the SVD. Among the first confreres
working there were: Josef Irsigler {751~
(1902-1984), Paul Chen B $51f) (1918-2018),
Anton Pott FEf#E (1903-1986), and Augustin
Theis & Ffifi (1900-1975), who baptized in
Zhugi our SVD bishop John Hung #t(1])1] .

Alishan became an examplary SVD
mission, after Rudolf Frisch {#f&+: (1899-
1982) was invited to work among the Tsou
people in the mountains in 1960. His sharing
of daily life with the Tsou people and his care
for their physical and spiritual health, as well
as the education of the young generation were
highly appreciated.

Anton Augustin Rudolf
Pott Theis Frisch
e & | ¥t [ i+

Fu Jen Catholic High School was opened
in 1961 in Chiayi, with holiness, beauty,
goodness, and truth as its motto. The school
was, designed by Friedrich Linzenbach, and
Joseph Chu 2£3F X (1920-2007) became the
first principal.He led the school for more than
30 years. He imposed hard discipline,enabling
the school to become one of the best in the
area.

Joseph Bartley Edward
Chu Schmitz Wojniak
| RFTX i | BT

North & South

In the 1960s. tje SVD also started
its missionary work in nortuern Taiwan.
Bartley Schmitz Jifi 71— (1918-2016) was
the secretary of Cardinal Tien there, who
became the apostolic administrator of the
Taipei Archdiocese. Later he supported the
construction of the Cardinal Tien Hospital and
became its dean, taking supervising care of the
sick and the staff.

In Tapinglina, a new SVD parish was
established in 1962. Edward Wojniak & &
3 (1909-1983) was appointed as the first
parish priest.Soon the Factory Girls‘ Hostel
was opened there as a social center for young
women from South Taiwan working in Taipei.

In the south, in Kaohsiung ,Joseph
Meiners FRAF (1909-1979) established the
German Language and Cultural Center (Adam
Schall Hall) promoting cultural exchange
between West and East. Later also inter alia
Josef Ulbrich FH{fl ¥ (1912-1996) and Bro.
Camillus (Alfons Scharf) FE5F#i (1902-1992)
were involved there. The mission grew... i

L

Joseph Josef Camillus
Meiners Ulbrich Scharf
| BiHER [ B | FRESTHi
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The Celebration Of 100 Years Birthday Of
I'r. Joseph Wei He Liu, Svd

On November 11th in Chiayi Mission
House, Taiwan, the Provincial Superior of the
China Province, Fr. John Chang Ri-liang led a
select gathering of community and friends in
celebrating the 100th birthday of our beloved
confrere Fr. Joseph Liu Wei-he.

Fr. Liu was in fine form for the day and
concelebrated the eucharist alongside the
Provincial. Fr. Liu not only gave a short talk
thanking everyone, but also performed his
“greatest hit”, a song he composed in honor of St.
Joseph Freinademetz, expressing the missionary
spirit of the life of our confrere and saint in
China, who ministered in Fr. Liu’s home village
and baptized his grandfather and other family
members.

Fr. Lawless Brian
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In his homily, the Provincial gave a brief
overview of the life of Fr. Liu, beginning in his
home village of Wawuhe in Shandong in China,
then to the Philippines, and finally to Taiwan,
where he served in a number of parishes until
he finally retired to the Chiayi Mission House,
working daily in the garden until his 90’s.

Fr. Provincial also outlined the special
charisms of Fr. Liu, his commitment to an
orderly life, his love of the history of the SVD,
and his extraordinary memory for people, places
and events; truly a living archive. His ability to
connect with people evidenced by the lasting

bonds of friendship he formed in the parishes in
which he worked.

Fr. Provincial noted that the industry of
Fr. Liu in recording his memories, a task he still
continues daily, and the tidy, organized way he
keeps his room and all his records should be an
inspiration to younger confreres who often find
themselves challenged in this department.

Fr. Liu, he said, has always been concerned
not to be a burden to others, so much so that he
even planned his own funeral in detail, organizing
his own grave and headstone in Wawuhe.
However, his plan to deposit half of his ashes in
Chiayi and half in Wawuhe came undone when
the Pope subsequently issued a directive that
the ashes of the faithful should be deposited in
one place and not divided, whereupon Fr. Liu
immediately complied and surrendered his newly
prepared grave in Shandong to be used by his
remaining relatives there.

Following the eucharist, Fr. Liu, joined by all
the friends and confreres present, cerimoniously
cut the first slice of his three-tier birthday cake,
after blowing out the candles with a gusto that
belied his age but reflected his years of practice at
the task.

In keeping with Chinese custom, all present
lined up to offer personal congratulations to Fr.
Liu, seated on the dias beneath the brightly lit
neon character for “longevity”, and to receive
from him in turn a ‘red packet’ and a traditional
birthday bun.

Finally, the gathering turned their attention
to the celebratory buffet provided by the
community while toasting long life and goos
health to Fr. Liu. [l
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religious nun.

As we entered New Taipei City Shulin
Sacred Heart Parish church, our provincial
superior John Chang was waiting to welcome
those of us who were SVD and SSpS Jubilarians.
We were arriving to celebrate the Eucharist on the
September 8 BIRTHDAY of the SVD, which falls
on the great feast of the Birthday of Mother Mary.
What a great co-incidence.

Fr. James Vyathappan As I entered the venue, the provincial
] congratulated me, saying, "You have been in love
with the SVD 50 years."

I replied, “Of course, that's right. It is nice to
be an SVD missionary." I am a lucky person, not
because I am a great SVD missionary, compared
to most SVDs who sacrifice a lot for the Church
and for its people— but I still continue to be a
SVD missionary because of God’s blessing, and
also the support of the SVD community. As we
celebrated the feast of Mother Mary, I together
with her proclaimed,
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1982 James’ experience of winter in Taiwan

"

MY SOUL GLORIFIES THE LORD,
AND
MY SPIRIT REJOICES IN GOD MY SAVIOUR.

I consider that the SVD is a great religious
missionary congregation. This is for a number of
reasons. It is a bush missionary congregation — we
opt to work with the poor and the marginalized
in society (very much a part of the social
justice dimension of the Gospel values). We are
FRONTIER MISSIONARIES. Frontier Mission
can be done in the midst of the Fu Jen University
set-up, through mission and identity offices.
Running a soup-kitchen in a financial hub city
like San Francisco, USA is also frontier mission
work. We do not take up the established parishes
and socio-educational Centers. Rather we hand
them over to the diocese, and keep moving to
the FRONTIER to find new ventures of our
MISSION. What a BEAUTIFUL SACRIFICE
of the SVD. This has been the normal practice
of the SVD mission in most parts of the world.
This was also a beautiful concept on the part of
our founder, Father Arnold. It is now, however,
becoming more and more difficult.

I like the vision of the SVD for
internationality and cross culture SVD
communities. This vision is very relevant
in today’s life, from the local community
to the world community. Promoting cross-
cultural understanding and communication,

60 years ago
my sister first
VOWS, my parents

and most of my = ,i o
family members. ' B

and establishing collaboration and peace have
become urgent missions of the Church in our
world. Among the highly visible and valuable
qualities of SVD missionary life and community
are friendliness, hospitality, generosity and, above
all, internationality. I think that these are the
outstanding charisms of the SVD. These qualities
not only helped me in the past to discover my
vocation in the SVD, but also kept my vocation in
the SVD. They also attract the admiration of the
local Church.

I am very grateful to my parents, and also
my brothers and sisters), who initiated my faith
and love of God and neighbor. I am very grateful
to my parish church, and two great parish priests,
who happen to be blood brothers, who worked
in our parish one after another for about twenty
years, building the church, parish school and
convent for our Sisters. I want also to thank the
very dedicated parish Sisters there, who took care
of our school and the parish church activities. It
was very important for me to receive good faith
and character formation up to my middle school
years. | am very grateful to the SVD, who took
care of my life more than 50 years. Above all, I
was lucky to choose Taiwan as my mission with
the guidance of late Father Arnold Sprenger,
SVD., a great visionary and missionary when he
visited India-PUNE SVD Seminary in 1978.

Except for the Chinese language, I have
enjoyed my life and work in Taiwan, especially
Fu Jen University and its SVD-community. [ am
very grateful to God for this great opportunity
for my life and mission. May God bless everyone
who came across my life and mission.

As we celebrate the Birthday of the SVD,
let me conclude this with the short and sweet
prayer of our Founder Father Arnold: MAY THE
HEART OF JESUS LIVE IN THE HEART OF
ALL. Amen. Amen. [l

2004

25 years ordination
fubilee center my
uncle Bishop.

SPRSER ~ RTEAR AL

FIZEE RN R
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Fr. Dan Bauer

Fifty years in vows

I am grateful for this opportunity to share
some thoughts on my 50th anniversary of vows in
the SVD.

So many blessiungs.

The first blessing that comes to my mind
is the gift of time. At Shulin for our Mass on
September 8, I did not mean to be somber, but
it seemed only right to remark on time, and the
value of every new day.

On September 8, I mentioned my classmate
Stan Uroda. Stan was the 2nd member of our
novitiate class who took vows 50 years ago with
me, was later ordained, and who is now in a better
place. Gene Rochford was the first among us to
die.

To put it starkly, since our 1st vows day, 2 of
us have passed away. [ am still here. I am the last
man standing.

Why did this happen? Why have I received
more time than my friends Gene and Stan?

Another blessing that's been on my mind

Page 15
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lately is mentorship. Now, "mentor" is a wide-
ranging word, and I may be using it with a slight
turn of the wrench. But "formator" or "formation
team" seem too cold. At least "mentor" delivers
a sense of warmth, of liking, and of friendship.
With 50 years in the SVD now, I look back and
see so many confreres who played huge roles as
mentors. They showed me how to be a religious
(and of course a "shen-fu," a priest) by way of
personal example. That view is a bit bittersweet.
Nearly all the SVDs who mentored me in minor
seminary wound up leaving the SVD. Not role
models Bill Shea, still going strong at 90 plus
for our college students at Epworth, and Don
Champagne, at Miramar. Both were wonderful for
me. We three remember Ray Weisenberger, my
first rector, with deep respect and affection. RIP,
Father Ray.

The light of many of our brothers who found
different vocations still teaches me much about
how to love Christ, and how to treat others. I am
especially grateful to Ed Vargo, Jack Boberg, Paul
Knitter, and Gene Ahner. They may have changed
vocations along the way, but they were great
priests I knew and loved. They influenced over a
thousand of us in so many ways for the good.

I took my first vows in
the year 1971. Pope Saint
Pius VI was the Holy Father,
and Richard Nixon president
of the United States. Chiang
Kai-shek and Mao Tse-
tung were still in power, and
feared. Here in Taiwan, in
1971, Fu Jen celebrated its
9th anniversary. In 2 months,
we celebrate # 60. Fu Jen had perhaps as many as
8,000 students the day my class took first vows.
Today we say we've got 25,000.

So many things have changed
But much has siayed the same, foo.

As I look back, I am quite amazed at what [
see. On September 8, 1971, I never imagined all
the happiness that God was waiting to give to me.
Now, 50 years later, I am profoundly humbled.

I am also grateful for his great mercy, and
for the kindness of my confreres.
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Fr. Lopez Ysasi, Carlos César

A sharing about 20 years

It was 1969 when I was born in the
Paraguayan countryside, my parents farmers
who were part of an organized church movement
where people helped each other. The 70s
were difficult times because of a very tough
dictatorship in the country. It was almost the same
all over Latin America. The government was
against any movement. The farmers were seen as
a Communist group, and so were persecuted.

With six children, my parents had to run
for their lives. They left, everything behind and
moved to the city. Many people were tortured and
even killed. There, far from our home, we didn't
know anybody. We were without resources, and
ended up living on the street in an abandoned van.
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More than two years passed before we were
allowed to build a house on land that belonged to
the local government. Since the age of five or six,
we children were needed to help sell vegetables .

Time was full of progress when a tragedy

our saints , call many people to serve Him in our
congregation.To put it starkly, since our 1st vows
day, 2 of us have passed away. I am still here. I
am the last man standing.

Why did this happen? Why have I received

more time than my friends Gene and Stan? |l

happened. Again we ended up on the street, and
found ourselves empty-handed because of a

fire that burned down more than three hundred
houses, ours in the midst of them. Once we were
able to build a new house, we had new neighbors, R e
and I met a certain boy who was an altar server.
He invited me to join his group. I started to serve
as an altar boy soon afterward. This was a special
moment for my vocation. Since my experience as
an altar server, [ was impressed by the liturgy of
the Church, and the missionaries in our parish. A
few years later, | made up my mind. I approached
the parish priest for guidance in my discernment.

In 1985 I entered minor seminary, which
was a big challenge for me because it was located
in the countryside. The silence around me was
so disturbing. I came originally, after all, from a
very active lifestyle in "the city."

In those years, minor seminaries were
closing. And so it was that [ had to move three
times until [ was able to finish secondary school.
It was then I moved to the capital for studies in
philosophy. Four years passed, and then I went to
Argentina for a year of novitiate in 1995.

The novitiate was near a river, and it was
surrounded by mountains. This was a beautiful
time and a wonderful place for me, where I
enjoyed the beauties of nature, and so many
books.

On the 1st of
March 1996, with & B
two classmates,
I professed my
first vows in the
congregation.

Twenty five
years have passed
since then. When
I look back, I feel
only words of
gratitude to God,
my family, and
OUR family, the
SVD. May God, by
the intercession of

g
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Fr. Conrado Alvarez Sablayan

At Cardinal Tien Hospital

A grateful and humble heart

I remember vividly the day of my
ordination, December 14, 2004 at San Sebastian
Parish, Sablayan, Occidental Mindoro. My father
and mother had tears of joy when they saw me
in my priestly vestments at the altar. On that
day, I humbly asked God to give me the grace to
persevere in my vocation.

God has been good to me through the years,
and I know He has accompanied me every step of
the way.

On June 2, 1996, I made my first profession
of religious vows as a member of the Society
of the Divine Word (SVD) at Christ the King
Mission Seminary, Quezon City, Philippines. The
following year, I went to Taiwan to participate
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My ordination with my parents,
Ordaining Bishop and sacristan

in our Overseas Training Program. I studied
Mandarin Chinese, and continued studying
theology in Chinese at Fu Jen Catholic University.

I have been a missionary in Taiwan for
more than 20 years. In 2019,1 was granted
Taiwan citizenship. [ am privileged to have
dual citizenship. I am Filipino by birth, and a
naturalized citizen of Taiwan, the Republic of
China. My given name is CONRADO in the
Filipino language. It became my family name in
the Chinese language:

FLAELEE TAL-FRUAL ~ IRHEAOHE - ETEAVTE — LA

% | fL - is Confucius, f# - is law, and £ - is a virtue.
My Chinese name carries the meaning of a person
who is virtuous and law-abiding.

In traditional Chinese culture, the meaning
behind names is very significant, and people
should do everything possible to live up to their
name. In addition to doing my best to live up to
my Chinese name, I also try similarly to live up to
being a good SVD.

My experiences in my ministry have taught
me the virtues of faith and perseverance. I've also
learned the importance of obedience. When I was
working at Cardinal Tien Hospital as chaplain,

I became more compassionate. I tried to give
joy to patients by playing the guitar, and singing
uplifting songs. As I ministered to people from
different walks of life, I also learned to value my
own family. I made a decision to take care of my
parents in their sunset years, and that is why |
visit them in our home province whenever I get
the chance.

I have joyfully embraced the
religious life for 25 years. I never could
have persevered without God’s grace and
mercy. I have had my share of trials and
challenges. In 1999, I went to Beijing for
pastoral exposure. I developed a blood clot
in my brain, and was rushed to the hospital.
The doctor said I needed to undergo brain
surgery. [ was frightened, so I did not consent
to it. I had to take daily medication to avoid
seizures. It was a turning point in my life,
not knowing whether I would survive or
die, whether I would still see my family. I
was emotionally distressed. What kept me
going was the moral support and empathy of
my confreres in our SVD community. They
took care of me. They gave me the courage
to face my fears. I sought further treatment
in the Philippines, and returned to Beijing
after a few months. Thanks be to God, I
recovered fully. Today I consider such a
"healing moment" an experience of seeing
the resurrected Jesus, manifested through the
fraternal love of my religious community.
(I thank most especially the late Fr. Arnold

Sprenger SVD, for being there for me.)

I am so blessed, yet humbled, for
having reached 25 years in my religious
and missionary life. My heart is filled with
gratitude. I've been on a journey in which
the road has been sometimes straight, and
sometimes winding. There have been a few
potholes along the way. I've also encountered
wonderful surprises, and made discoveries. |
still have a long way to go. I want to become
a better priest. One of my favorite Bible
verses 1s, “Yet you, Lord, are our Father. We
are the clay, you are the potter. We are all
the work of your hand.” (Isaiah 64:8) I am
still being molded by our Maker. God is still

at work in me. And
whatever He shapes
me into, I will use
that shape and all
that is good for His

greater glory. [l

Blessing a child after
aMass at Dapinglin
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) ¢
OTP : A Journey of . earning

Lee Jun-Fan, or more well known as Bruce
Lee, a Hong Kong-American martial arts master,
once said “You must be shapeless, formless,
like water. When you pour water in a cup, it
Frt. Ryan Dajong becomes the cup. When you pour water in a
e bottle, it becomes the bottle. When you pour
water in a teapot, it becomes the teapot. Water
can drip, and it can crush. Become like water, my
friend.” He might have said this quote relates to
the martial arts, but I think the idea is about self-
adaptation, which is a good lesson too, especially
for somebody who, because of certain conditions
or requirements, needs to move from one place to
another. We Indonesians have a proverb which I

oy =
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think expresses the same idea as self-adaptation.
The proverb is, "When you enter the stable of
horse, you have to act like a horse. When you
enter the lair of a tiger, you need to act like a
tiger.” The meaning is clear. It is that I need

to start living according to new circumstances
whenever I enter any new place.

I would like to begin this sharing of my
personal experience with two short anecdotes.

Two years ago I arrived in Taiwan. The
memory is still fresh in my head. I started
handling some necessary things inside the airport
soon after the plane landed. Frano and I passed the
exit gate, and we saw Fathers Jiji and Wojciech
from the FJU Community waiting there for us.
On the way to Taishan, we stopped for some food.
I found that the point where we parked the car
was quite far from the restaurant where we were
going. I asked Fr. Jiji, “Why did we not just park
the car near the restaurant?”” Then Father said to
me that here in Taiwan it is a little bit difficult to
find a parking place along the road.

It was a very quick conversation, but it
spoke to me very powerfully. I said to myself
right away, “Alright, I am already in Taiwan, not
in Indonesia anymore.” That is my first story.

The other story is after receiving the official
message that [ would go Taiwan for my OTP, a
friend of mine approached me. What he said to
me sounded a little funny, but made me worry at
the same time. He said, “Brother, do you know
that they don’t eat rice in Taiwan? They only eat
noodles."

Even though I did not totally believe him,
still I began to think, "OK then. Should I start
eating noodles?”

I must say that I am lucky to have had such
a good chance to come to Taiwan. I had never

been here before, and the simple stories above
brought me to a very basic condition as I started
a new step of my formation here. That condition
was a spirit of openness. I came to Taiwan to
learn something new about the language, and
the culture. I came to experience the life of the
Catholic Church in Taiwan.

The first story above tells me that I will be
able to achieve goals only if I open myself to
the new circumstances in which I find myself.
The second story reminds me that no prejudice
or misunderstanding about Taiwan should make
me worry very much. What I should do is keep
walking, because only by moving ahead can |
discover the truth, and be able to learn. Based on
this point, today I'd like to call my OTP program
in Taiwan a journey of learning. So, through
all the activities I've been in, in our wider SVD
community, in the language center, and in the
parish, I always tried to open myself to learn.

In terms of number of people, since
novitiate, I was never in a small formation house.
When I arrived at the Taishan community, the
5 SVDs included Fr. Dennis, who was still in
the Philippines at that time. I was worried that
it might affect my life very much. But later on I
was so happy to find this community to be very
alive, especially because we came from different
countries. Here we shared and learned from each
other for the sake of the community, and the
Kingdom of God. What did I learn? Well, this
process taught me that what I do does not have to
be fulfilled by other members. At the same time,
it meant [ tried to give what I have, and do what
I can do. This enriches myself both in knowledge
and experience. I learned that a community
might be small in number, but really great in
character. Through all the activities, eating,
cooking, cleaning the house, pastoral sharing,
singing practice, recreation, outings, and so on,
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I learned in my OTP how to open myself to new
circumstances, and yet at the same time, not to
lose my personal character, identity and talent.
Here the use of water in the quote from Bruce Lee
is appropriate. Water is a shapeless and formless
substance, but it does not omit or even reduce its

As part of the OTP program, learning
Chinese has given me a very special experience.
The initial experience reminded me of the year
when I just started elementary school. I was like
a first year student who just began to read a few
words. Many times I got frustrated in my Chinese
lessons because I kept on forgetting how to write,
and how to read a character. But the satisfaction
was very deep when finally I was able to write
and pronounce words and phrases correctly,
and without forgetting so often. This was like
the feeling of satisfaction of a soccer player
who scores a goal, and so helps his team win
the game. | remember once during lunch time,

Fr. Roland Klose shared his own experience of
studying Chinese. He said that in the beginning of
his study, there were so many characters that he
used to forget how to write and to read. He meant
he forgot them more than fifty times. And then,
finally, he was able to remember them.

My personal experience speaks to me
the same. Grasping Chinese really takes time.
So basically, I am not only studying Chinese
language, but also learning how to appreciate the
process.

I had many chances to practice my Chinese
when [ went to the parish at which I served.
Actually not only the parish, but also the SVD
community helped me a lot to improve by creating
an environment where everyone was free to speak
Chinese at anytime. This was very good for me.

I must admit that the situation in the parish was

character. Water can drip, and it can crush. So I
learned that I always need to become like water,
but never lose what I had in the beginning in the
form of my character, personality, identity, and
skills. These are the strengths that can help me to
share what I have with the people around me.

more challenging, since people spoke faster, and
used words that I did not learn in class. But what
I got in classes was also extremely helpful. I can
say, looking back, that at least I did not come up
with nothing. For me this situation gave a double
benefit. What I learned in my classes helped me to
start building up communication skills. And then,
in the parish, I learned what I was not able to get
in class.

I officially started my pastoral activity six
months after [ arrived. I worked in two parishes,
first in Shulin and then in Sanchong. The two
parishes are different in some ways, and I leaned
much. It became easier for me because the SVD
parish priests, both in Shulin and Sanchong, really
welcomed me, They each gave me the space |
needed to experience how life in a Taiwanese
parish goes. I had enough time to mingle with
the people through various activities. I was able
to study many aspects of life and ministry which
are good for me to know. My involvement in the
parishes led me into real situations that tested me,
and helped me to reflect on myself. My parish
experiences taught me that I need personally to
improve myself in many ways.

Above all, I really feel blessed for the chance
to do OTP here in Taiwan. Aside from learning
Chinese and improving my English, experiencing
a new culture and the ups and downs of
internationality, and learning how to open myself
to new circumstances, doing OTP here in Taiwan
somehow helped me to think of my future as an
SVD. My life in our OTP especially opened my
eyes to the kinds of mission I can do in the time
ahead, whether in a parish, a school, or another
field. The experiences I had in Taiwan were all
meaningful. I am sure that they strengthened my
motivation, and my spirit, too, as I take the next
steps on the road of my vocation.

God bless us all, and God bless the Society
of the Divine Word! Il
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Frt. Frano Kleden

He Had Prepared Everything Well!

After six months of waiting for a missionary
visa, on October 2, 2019, I finally arrived in
Taiwan. Frankly speaking, at that time, the period
of waiting at SoVerDi Jakarta being so long, with
no activity other than matters related to my visa,
my enthusiasm and motivation to go to Taiwan
had begun to decrease. If nothing came along to
help with my visa, the days were just dragging on.
I just spent them there in the community, waiting
and waiting.

However, God is really good.

After a few months, the joyful day
eventually came. The email from Fr. Dennis,
the OTP director in Taiwan at that time, was
like a breath of fresh air that refreshed and truly
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renewed my motivation. His words were like a
flame that ignited the spirit of my mission. I was
ready to fly. Taiwan, [ am coming!

At the moment when the two of us, Ryan and
I, first landed at Taiwan's Taoyuan International
Airport, Fathers Jiji and Wojciech were on
standby there to pick us up for the ride to our OTP
house in Taishan. We were warmly welcomed
by them and, about an hour and a half later, by
our fellow brothers in the SVD community at
Taishan. I still remember well how Peter was
waiting on the first floor. He greeted us, and right
away helped carry my suitcase up a long flight of
steps. Upstairs on the 5th floor, Michael, Manuel,
and Joseph made us feel at home immediately. At
that time, at the OTP house, the journey of my life
as an OTP brother began.

To keep it coherent and structured, I am
dividing this simple story of my life experience
in Taiwan into three important parts. First, I focus
on the language learning experience. I then move
to the second part, our SVD community life.
Finally, I'd like to say a word about my mission
experience.

First, the language learning experience. I
started my early Chinese studies with the “speedy
system." Coming in the middle of the semester, I
found that the class had already been running for
one and a half months. The two of us had to “speed
up” and catch up as quickly as possible to finish
all the study materials before the final exam. On
our first day of class, our classmates already had a
6 week head start on us. Every day, morning and
evening, I spent a lot of time at school, struggling
with books and Chinese characters. Each new
level brought new kinds of difficulty. This
experience was nearly unimaginable to me at that
time.

I was fully aware in those intense days
and weeks, coming to Taiwan after four years
of philosophical studies, that the methods of
analytical and critical thinking that I had honed
back in Indonesia had to be temporarily left
outside my classroom in Taiwan. Learning a new
language from scratch inevitably required me to
sit like a child in class. And as a child, all I could
do was listen carefully, read, and practice writing,
and do the one thing that is equally important,
which is to memorize. And I mean to memorize
a lot. From those moments on, I always tried my
very best to remember how Chinese characters

are written, how words are pronounced, what the
correct intonations are, and, last but not least, how
the structures of Chinese sentences are formed.

At the end of August 2021, when I had just
finished two years of Chinese language studies,
at mealtime in the central Fu Jen SVD dining
room, during a meal, one of our "shen-fu" (priests)
asked me, “Frano, did you finish already your
Chinese studies?”” Spontaneously, I answered him,
“Yes Father, we did.”

Meantime, I am fully aware that even
though truly learning a new language (especially
Mandarin) will take my entire lifetime, still, this
experience of studying for two years has really
helped me build my life, and social relationships
with people in Taiwan. What I want to say |
learned, is that as soon as I am given a specific
period of time or opportunity to learn something
new, [ should grab that opportunity like a
basketball in my hands. I should give it my best
shot!

I thank God for everything in Taiwan. For
being with the SVD confreres, my teachers in
language school, and classmates, as well as people
I met in parishes, and in places where I went, for
ministry or vacation. I have learned a lot. One
thing was that to know how to pronounce words
correctly, I need to pronounce them incorrectly
many times. And from that point, I will always be
able to truly learn.

1.Community life

v

Taishan is a “dream house” that always
made me feel at home. Fr. Dominic, the head
of the house, always emphasized that we
were all brothers from different countries and
backgrounds. This I always felt made Taishan
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a more interesting and colorful place to live. In
terms of physical facilities, I never felt anything
was lacking. The SVD had prepared everything
well for me. Thank you very much! During my
stay in Taishan, I learned many lessons, from the
most practical and basic skills such as cooking
and growing flowers, to the internalization of the
highest and noblest values such as living a life of
independence, full of respect and appreciation for
diversity.

Besides experiencing community life in
Taishan, I also experienced the warmth of being
with other confreres in the Fu Da community,
who were older than me. Having lunch together
on the university campus with the SVD professors
allowed me to get to know them as SVD confreres
not only sometimes impressive in their thoughts,
but also firm in their spiritual lives.

In my very first days in Taiwan, one of the
older SVD confreres who had taught over 30 years
at Fu Jen became sick with a stomach problem.
Fr. Jiji brought him to the new Fu Jen Hospital.
The doctors in the emergency room said he had to
stay in the hospital. But Fr. Jiji our rector needed
a couple days to hire a full time nurse to help the
medical crew with his needs. Our OTP director Fr.
Dom was his "nurse" the first 24 hours, and then
he asked if I could try my best to take over for
him. So without knowing the older confrere too
well, or how to speak much Chinese, | wound up
staying 2 entire nights and more time too, in the
hospital room with my confrere. His legs were so
weak he could not stand or get out of bed alone.
My legs and my arms were big enough for both of
us. I lifted him up and put him back in bed many
times in my 2 nights and some day time with him.
I was scared and nervous, but this was a moving
spiritual experience for me. Having to sleep in
a couch next to his bed, and waking up all night
long to hear his voice calling me for help to go the
bathroom was a kind of lesson to me. I thought,
"Someday I may be old too. And I will need help
like he needs me." I was very happy when Fr.

Jiji was able to soon hire a professional nurse for
him, but I learned a lot about life very fast in that
hospital. Later this same confrere asked me to
help videotape (film) a 13 minute program with a
Fu Jen student for YouTube so that students in the
USA could learn more about Taiwan. Those are

a couple of my stories. Through sharing like this
with everybody in the SVD community, I come to

realize that being different, and having different
experiences is at times a gift, for every SVD, no
matter what his nationality, is different in his own
way. Each of us is unique. I realized many times
in my Taiwan life that SVD communities all over
the world should accept differences among us as a
beautiful blessing from God.

2.Mission experience

After a half
year of studying
Mandarin, I was
IS4 L g A allowed to go on
i H“ BN missions to SVD
Ry | parishes on Sundays.
This program is good because through it, I
could practice what I was actively learning
in my language classes by listening to and
speaking with parishioners who are mostly
Taiwanese. In the beginning, of course I felt
really clumsy. What made me feel clumsy
was my limited language skills. But over
time, I saw this did not have to be a big
problem. The people in Taiwan were very
understanding. They were happy to help me
to express myself specifically in speaking.

I went on a weekly mission to the
Chinese Martyrs Sanctuary parish in a small
city beside Taipei called Banqgiao, where
Fr. Willy Ollevier CICM, and Fr. Joseph
Djiba my SVD confrere, share a busy parish
ministry. There, I usually helped serve
the priest on the altar, and accompanied a
group of students from Indonesia who live
and worship there. Even though my duties
and work were very simple, their presence
offered me a valuable experience for which
[ am grateful. All in all, I can confidently
proclaim that experiencing the OTP program
in Taiwan was a rich opportunity for me
that could only happen because of God’s
intervention.

Truly, God is good. In a foreign
land, I did not feel like a foreigner or a
stranger. Where I came from before I
arrived in Taiwan, or what I experienced in
my previous life did not matter so much.
Clearly, God had prepared everything so
very well for me in Taiwan. [l
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