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 Servants of the Divine Word 

O 
n this the 
139th anniversary of the 
founding of the Society of 

the Divine Word, I would like to 
make a few comments on the 
name of our congregation, ñThe 
Society of the Divine Word.ò This 
is particularly appropriate since 
the gospel chosen for todayôs 
foundation day commemoration is 
the prologue of Saint Johnôs gos-
pel: John 1:1-18.  

  
The first sentence of the prologue reads: ñIn the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God.ò This is the primary meaning of the 
ñWord of Godò for the SVD. Our founder, Saint Arnold Janssen, chose to name our 
society after the second person of the Blessed Trinity, the Son of the Father, the 
Word of God. Some have used the word ñaudaciousò to describe our founderôs 
choice in naming his first congregation after the second person of the Blessed Trini-
ty. The founder continued this practice by naming his second and third congregations 
after the Holy Spirit, the third person of the Trinity. 

  
In the theological reflections of the Fathers of the Church, especially St. Augustine, 
and continued by St. Thomas Aquinas and in our day Bernard Lonergan, the second 
person of the Trinity is understood as the very self-understanding of the Fa-
ther, personified as the second person of the Trinity, thus literally the Word of God. 

 
The second meaning of the ñWord of Godò is closely related to the first. ñAnd the 
Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, and we saw his glory, the glo-
ry as of the Father's only Son, full of grace and truth.ò The Word of God, the Second 
Person of the Blessed Trinity, became a human person, thus expressing the fullness 
of God not only in the Godhead, but for us humans on this planet. ñNo one has ever 
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seen God. The only Son, God, who is at the Father's side, has revealed him. It is the 
person of Jesus Christ who most clearly reveals God to the people on this earth. Thus 
the name ñSociety of the Divine Wordò is most appropriate for us as Divine Word 
Missionaries. We have been called to continue the mission of Jesus, to share the rev-
elation of God with all human persons.  

  
Jesus as a true human person was only on this earth for a very short period of time, 
on the order of 33 years. He continues his presence in the community of his follow-
ers. This community continues Jesus' mission to bring the word of God to the na-
tions. To assist in this process, the Lord has provided a very special gift to his 
Church ï the Sacred Scriptures, the Word of God in the Bible. The Sacred Scriptures 
thus also reveal God to humanity. And as Divine Word Missionaries, the ñWord of 
Godò as revealed in the Scriptures is very precious to us. Thus the Biblical apostolate 
plays a very central role in our work as Divine Word Missionaries. We refer to the 
Biblical Apostolate as one of the characteristic dimensions of our society. 

 
We are the servants of the Divine Word ï the Divine Word, the second person of the 
Trinity; the Divine Word who became a human person and lived among us and the 
Divine Word of Scripture. We pray to the Lord to help us to be his worth servants. 
 
Abstract of the homily on the celebration of the SVD Foundation Day, September 9, 
2014, Choi Hung Parish, Hong Kong 

 Diaconate ordination of Frater Peter Liu, Cheng-Yen, SVD  

( Ũşon April 24, 2014 at the Immaculate Heart Chapel of 

Fu Jen Catholic University, Xinzhuang, Taiwan.  

 

Frater Liu entering the chapel (folded hands). 

From left to right (facing the 
picture): Father James Huang, SVD 
(Director of Formation 
Community), Deacon Peter Liu, SVD, Archbishop John Hung, SVD, 
Deacon Basilius Sun, OSB, Fr. Frank Budenholzer, SVD  
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R esponding to the missionary directions or action plans for the mission of the 
Society set during the SVD 17th General Chapter 2012, the ASPAC Zone For-

mation Assembly was held in Cebu City, Philippines from August 11 to 15, 2014. 
The directions as written in the rationale for the assembly drew its inspiration from 
Rev 7:9, as synthesized by the theme ñFrom Every Nation People and Language: 
Sharing Intercultural Life and Missionò.  In summary, the directions focus on giving 
witness to the unity and diversity of the Reign of God just as Jesus, the Divine Word, 
prayed to the Father: ñé that that they may all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I 
in you, that they may also be in us, that the world may believe that you sent me.ò  
(Jn 17:21).ò 

  
The participants of the assembly came together to share, evaluate and offer sugges-
tions for the improvement of the various formation programs within the zone such as 
OTP/CTP, formandi exchange programs, pastoral year programs, exchange of forma-
tors, initial and ongoing formation in intercultural competence and new approaches 
in vocation animation.   

  
The opening day was graced by the presence of the Superior General Fr. Heinz who 
gave an input on the Formandi in the SVD and highlighted some issues which some-
how set the direction of the discussion for the assembly. 

 After four days, the summary of our gathering was formed into a statement. The gist 

of which is; We, the sixteen (16) participants of the SVD-ASPAC Formation Assem-

Sharing Intercultural Life in Formation: SVD ASPAC Zone 

Formation Assembly  
Dennis Manzana, SVD 
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bly, held on August 11-15, 2014, at Betania Retreat House, Cebu City, Philippines, 
in the light of the directives of 17thGeneral Chapter Directives: 

  
We affirm the great value of OTP/CTP/ESP in our congregation. Exchange of OTP/
CTP is to be encouraged within the ASPAC Zone. Apart from all the other prov-
inces/regions who are already accepting OTP/CTP/ESP in the zone, Vietnam, India 
and Indonesia are also open to receive students. This possibility could be explored.   

  
For the ASPAC Zone, learning English language has to be emphasized. It should be 
as far as possible made mandatory for all our formandi in the zone to have a working 
knowledge of English.   
 
Brothersô contributions to the Society have always been appreciated. Witnessing to 
intercultural life will not be complete without Brothers in the community. We need 
to enter into the serious task of promoting Brother candidates to our Society. 

  
The ASPAC zone needs trained formators. We appreciate the formators in the zone, 
for their dedication, commitment and perseverance. The zone could visualize having 
common updating courses for formators, for example at Divine Word Institute of 
Mission Studies (DWIMS), Tagaytay City, Philippines and Ishvani Kendra, Pune, 
India. 

  
The dwindling number of vocations in the zone is a matter of serious concern. We 
need to make a consolidated effort to promote vocations to our Society, by innova-
tive ways and means. It must be the concern of every confrere in the province/
region. 

  
We recommend that the model of the Exposure Immersion Programme (EIP) in In-
dia, be adapted by other provinces/regions in the zone. (cf. p.8, India Report 6.1, 2nd 
par.):      

ɼʁşgiving our young confreres an opportunity to live in close contact with the 
poor and the marginalized and to participate in their life struggles é Our seminari-
ans should acquire not only the statistical and observational knowledge but also the 
experiential and insertional knowledge of systems and ideologies operative in his 
context.ò 

  
Together with the Generalate Secretary for Education and Formation, the ASPAC 
Zonal Coordinator, and the Zonal Coordinator for Formation, we praise the Holy 
Triune God for a fruitful Assembly. 
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I 
 wish I could say that the 40th anniversary 
of my vowed life was a significant mile-
stone in my pilgrimage through life. Alas, it 
was not, at least not in the sense of being 

somehow set apart, special, momentous or what-
ever other word one might use to describe note-
worthy events. Indeed, the happenings of that 
day are already fast fading from my increasingly 
unreliable memory. To honour the day, I did try 
to journey back in my memory to the occasion 

of my first vows, and though I circled and turned in my mind, trying indirectly to 
catch a glimpse or a reflection, the faintest movement at the corner of my eye, no 
trace surfaced. That day remains securely buried and inaccessible in some inner fold 
in my cerebellum. 

 
Perhaps a change of filter was needed, a focus on something different but related that 
would provide sufficient buoyancy to lift a memory above the surface of forgetful-
ness. Then, out of the blue, a little nugget popped up. It was the fourth renewal of my 
vows and, unlike the previous vows which were taken in Ireland, this time the loca-
tion was Ghana, where I was on regency, teaching in St. Peter's Secondary School in 
Nkwatia Kwahu. I remember being told that I would be evaluated by the community, 
something I don't recall happening in Ireland. For the first time, my destiny was in the 
hands of others. I can clearly recall the fear and trembling of those few days as I wait-
ed to find out whether I had been found worthy. I was no longer in control. Someone 
else was at the wheel. My confidence evaporated.  

 
All my previous decisions had been my own, at least 
so I thought. My decision to join the SVD, my deci-
sion to go to Ghana, my decision to teach....mine, all 
mine. If there was one character trait I possessed in 
abundance it was the certainty that I was correct.   

 
In hindsight, that evaluation for vows may have been 
a turning point, the dawning of enlightenment - not 
of knowing, but of unknowing. I became aware that my plans were not necessarily 
God's plans. As one of my more mature and astute fellow seminarians in Ireland re-
marked on my return: "You went out as a boy and came back as a man."  

 
My 40 years in the wilderness of poverty, chastity and obedience has been more like a 
promised land. There is still a suspicion that I may have moulded the vows to suit my-
self rather than the other way around. I have still some way to go. According to Con-
fucius, at 60 years of age, my ears should be attuned, and at 70, I can follow my 
hearts desire without offending heaven. I hope the meaning of this is that in ten years 
time I will be living the vows rather than just taking the vows. The next evaluation 
will be the big one! 

40 Years in Vows 
Brian Lawless SVD 
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SVD Youth  Summer Camp in Fechihu 
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